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Reflection: Play, Listening, Structure and the Hexagon 

This is Part of the Signs Photo × Question Listening Practice.  Thanks for 

taking a couple moments to explore these photos Kelly sent from her trip 

to Washington DC this past weekend!  

As with every exploration in this space, we begin from the same grounding 

intention:  to listen in a way that supports greater clarity, regulation, and 

meaningful connection — for ourselves, and for the children we care for — 

without forcing answers or demanding outcomes.  Today’s question 

remains simple and real: 

How do we make room for play and lighter energy in full lives — and how might that support deeper 

listening with our kids? 

The two images we are holding beside this question live in shared, public space. These are not quiet 

rooms or private moments. They are places built for movement, timing, 

transition, and collective flow. And in both images, the same shape appears again 

and again: the hexagon. 

Before meaning, there is simple seeing. The hexagon repeats in glass and 

architecture, in the way light is held overhead. It is a form widely present in 

nature, in honeycombs, snowflakes, crystals, and even in the microscopic 

structure of living cells, all known for holding both strength and openness at once. 

Here, that same form appears in the middle of public life. People move. Trains arrive and depart. 

Schedules press forward. And still, light pours through patterned structure without being blocked. 

The geometry does not shut down the sky. It collaborates with it. 

When we place our caregiver question beside these images, a different kind of answer begins to 

form than the one we explored yesterday from the quiet, frozen water. Today’s images speak less 

about tiny, private moments inside the nervous system and more about shared structure — about 

how design and pattern can quietly support many nervous systems at once. 

Here, play does not appear as escape from responsibility. It appears as something that can stand 

inside responsibility, visible and held in common space. Light does not wait for life to slow down. It 

arrives right in the middle of motion. 

For caregivers, this may feel especially relevant. Many in our community do not live inside wide, 

open days. Live is lived inside layered days of appointments, transitions, public settings, and shared 

obligations. These images quietly suggest that lighter energy may not come because we cleared 

more time, but because the way our day is already structured contains openings for it. 

When systems feel patterned rather than chaotic, the body often softens without effort. And when 

the body softens, listening changes. We become less braced, more available — not because we 

tried harder, but because something in the environment helped carry us. 

https://www.lorijfleming.com/_files/ugd/30270a_a4a33f4c0628428a9bb3982d69a23e34.pdf
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Nothing in these scenes waits for quiet or privacy to become meaningful. People move. Time 

continues. And still, structure and light cooperate. Play, here, does not interrupt life. It stands 

quietly within it. 

This reflection does not offer a rule or a prescription. It is simply one way these images speak when 

placed beside this question and the intention that guides our listening. 

 

OPTIONAL IDEAS FOR EXPLORATION 

A Somatic Pause 

Take one slow breath and notice: 

▪ Where does your body feel supported by structure today? 

▪ Where does it feel crowded, rushed, or strained? 

▪ Is there any place where shared space itself helps you soften, even slightly? 

You don’t need to change anything—just notice. 

 

A Gentle Question to Sit With 

▪ Where might lighter energy be supported today by the very structure of your shared spaces,  

rather than needing to be carved out separately? 

No answers are required. Even noticing the question is enough. 

 

A Closing Invitation for the Field to Respond To 

What if today’s patterns, schedules, and shared spaces are already quietly holding moments of 

light that no one has to manufacture? 

 

You don’t need to create it. You might simply notice where it quietly appears. 


